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Gentlemen:

As a licensed Amateur Radio Operator since 1935, and one who is
extremely active in the digital modes, I am very much concerned
about the bandplan proposed by the American Radio Relay League.

The proposed frequency allocations intrude on frquencies that
have been used by RTTY operators for many years, and which are
experiencing a higher degree of usage every year.

NPRM-8218 reduces the 14080-099.5 Khz RTTY Band by 25 percent
at a time when RTTY DX is gaining an increasing degree of
popularity. Experienced DXers who have reached their CW and 8SB
Band/Country objectives, are taking up RTTY as a new field
in which to gain expertise.

NPRM-8218 cuts the 21080-100 Khz RTTY Band to just 10 Khz,
while the adjacent novice band from 21100-21200 Khz is sparsely
populated. Assignment of 21100-21120 Khz would keep the
traditional RTTY band free of burst modes, while producing
little or no adverse affect in the Novice band.

NPRM-8218 will place automatic burst mode transmissions in the
United States directly on top of RTTY operations in other parts
of the world. The 21090-21100 Khz segment is heavily used by
RTTY DXers and contestors in Asia during the daily
transequatorial openings. There will be a high degree of
interference produced by the automatic stations.

NPRM-8218 will force all automatic burst mode stations (API ink,
PACTOR, CLOVER, and Packet) into common segments, producing a
completely incompatible situation. Each mode recognizes the
others as noise, so will key up without regard to frequency
occupancy.

Automatic burst mode transmissions are incompatible with weak
signal RTTY DXing. I strongly recommend that the Commission, in
any assignment of frequencies for automatic burst mode type
signals, retain the time honored unofficial RTTY frequency
"slots". "
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to the American Radio Relay League, 225 Main St., Newington,

CT 06111.
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